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MEETING OF THE 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

VIRTUAL MEETING 
 

Monday, August 16, 2021 
 

Zoom Meeting: 
 

https://zoom.us/j/91909076400?pwd=VVYwakVsTXo1e
i9GdzltREpXV28xdz09 
PASSCODE: 659945 

Meeting ID: 919 0907 6400 
 

Dial by your location 

1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

King County Housing Authority 
700 Andover Park West 

Tukwila, WA 98188 

https://zoom.us/j/91909076400?pwd=VVYwakVsTXo1ei9GdzltREpXV28xdz09
https://zoom.us/j/91909076400?pwd=VVYwakVsTXo1ei9GdzltREpXV28xdz09
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https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2021/July/13-veterans-housing.aspx
https://kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/constantine/news/release/2021/July/13-veterans-housing.aspx


https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2018-AHAR-Part-1.pdf


https://www.greenbridgecafe.com/


 

One note, drive down 8th SW and look for the clock tower, and you’ve found it, and there’s lots of 
parking too. 

The chef is the former executive chef for Nordstrom stores Chef Blanca Rodriguez. 

Her journey is fascinating.  

Born in Guadalajara, Mexico, she grew up in a family of restaurateurs that loved to entertain and 
had a passion for food. Growing up, she often helped her mother Felipa prepare meals for their 
family and was a natural as she learned from her mother - techniques and flair. 

But her career began almost accidentally. She got a job as a cashier in a Nordstrom store cafe at 
the age of 21 and someone called in sick. After two hours as a cashier she was moved into the 
kitchen, literally learning the way they made food. "I started learning how to make pot pie and 
other things that were not in my culture," Blanca said. 

She began reading cookbooks and then slowly introduced her family cooking knowledge to the 
Nordstrom menu. "The next thing I know I'm making Cuban Black Bean Soup," she said laughing. 
She explained that the textures and flavors she learned as a girl were getting infused across the 
menu in the cafe. Then she moved on to what she called "Super special sandwiches," and really 
began to blossom as a chef.  

She would go on to create more than 550 recipes for Nordstrom, and become the regional chef, 
managing five states. Many of the same recipes she created there she still makes today though 
with her signature elements now. Even the famous Magic Bar dessert is available at Greenbridge 
(though it's a tiny bit different too). 

She's grateful to all her mentors along the way. 

She traveled through Europe spending time in Italy and France and absorbed even more cooking 
knowlege, falling in love with French cooking and then chose to open her own restaurant, the 
popular and well reviewed Pimienta Bistro & Bar in Federal Way. 

She jokes that it's the "last building in King County" since it's near the Pierce County line and 
that's interesting because with the Greenbridge Cafe she's very near the King County /Seattle 
border too. 

The location polarity is reflected in the hours and even the food offered. The Greenbridge serves 
brunch (now with Mimosas) and lunch while Pimienta is strictly a dinner house. That location is 
also managed by her son Josh.  

That proved to be crucial to staying open during the darkest days of the pandemic. "I didn't want to 
close so we kept it strictly family and kept making food," Blanca said. 

While things have eased a bit on that front they still follow all the health protocols and her family is 
vaccinated. 

But it's the food people come for and she offers an array of menu choices unlike anywhere else in 
West Seattle or White Center. 

Everything is made from scratch and sourced as locally as possible.  

https://www.pimientabistro.com/


On the lunch menu you'll find a Steak Sandwich on Telera bread, with cheese crema, seasonal 
greens a tomato slice and a crispy onion ring, and for vegetarians a Grilled Vegetable Flatbread 
with Zucchini, peppers, caramelized onions, asparagus, tomatoes, goat cheese (optional) , and a 
balsamic drizzle. 

But her top three sellers are led off by Eggs Benedict with roasted house made Poblano sauce, 
breakfast potatoes, poached eggs, and smoked ham, or butternut squash, or squash and 
mushroom or Chorizo and Spinach. 

The other two popular items are Grits (blended with polenta) and house made Poblano Sauce, 
and the Blackened Chicken Sandwich on Foccacia bread, with smoked jalapeno aioli, roasted 
peppers, avocado caramelized onions, and Provolone cheese. 

"I love the community of White Center, but I'd love to be noticed more," Blanca said and noted 
about her time with Nordstrom that from them she learned the values of sourcing, presentation, 
attention to detail and above all customer service. All things she tries to accomplish every day. 

They are open from 10am to 2pm daily and you will likely not be surprised, they offer high quality 
catering for your event or party too. 

 

     

The Poblano sauce is so popular Grits (blended with polenta for texture and flavor) topped with Fish tacos are crispy fish, topped 
It is available by the jar at the café. the house made Poblano sauce are remarkable   w/ purple cabbage for a crunch and  
           delicious meal. 
 
 

 
Look for the Greenbridge Café at the base 

of the clocktower on 8th Ave SW in the  

Greenbridge development. 



https://www.seattletimes.com/author/cory-brewer/
https://www.seattletimes.com/opinion/the-unintended-consequences-of-rent-controls-and-eviction-moratoriums/
https://crosscut.com/opinion/2021/07/if-small-landlords-king-county-are-selling-their-rentals-should-we-care
https://www.upforgrowth.org/sites/default/files/2020-01/HousingUnderproductionInWashingtonState2020-01-10.pdf
https://ternercenter.berkeley.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Small-Rental-Properties-Decker-July-2021.pdf


https://www.globest.com/2021/06/30/eviction-moratorium-forced-12-of-small-landlords-out-of-business/?slreturn=20210619135320
https://www.apartmentlist.com/wa/seattle#rent-report
https://sccinsight.com/2021/05/05/deja-vu-sawant-promoting-rent-control-legislation-again/
https://www.naahq.org/sites/default/files/naa-documents/dollarrent_v3.pdf
https://www.naahq.org/sites/default/files/naa-documents/dollarrent_v3.pdf
https://evictions.study/washington/
https://21652974-25d8-4ff1-bbc0-8687c8ec1f64.filesusr.com/ugd/e29733_aa81289128314502b14a7811a485f42e.pdf


https://www.kcba.org/For-the-Public/Free-Legal-Assistance/Housing-Justice-Project/Explore-Data
https://www.kcba.org/For-the-Public/Free-Legal-Assistance/Housing-Justice-Project/Explore-Data
https://nwasianweekly.com/2021/07/spd-arrests-suspect-6-weeks-after-assault-on-elderly-japanese-american/?fbclid=IwAR1MjahIlDtgv0rXjSsS6crSArfG41_-madcodncWxCVTv9XKeIqDADicFs
https://www.startribune.com/after-losing-in-court-st-paul-poised-to-repeal-tenant-protections/600062410/
https://www.startribune.com/after-losing-in-court-st-paul-poised-to-repeal-tenant-protections/600062410/




 

To the editor: 

 

In his op-ed, Cory Brewer (“The paradox of renter protections: Misguided policies 

worsen housing shortage”, July 25, Opinion) misleadingly stated that the King 

County Housing Authority is the “No. 1 evictor in the state” citing data from a 2019 

report by the King County Bar Association to support his claim.  

 

Unfortunately, Mr. Brewer is presenting conclusions not supported by the facts. 

KCHA owns and/or manages 11,000 units of housing, making it by far the largest 

landlord in the state. These properties have an overall annual eviction rate of one-

half of 1 percent. This is extremely low. By comparison, the bar association report 

shows that private landlords evict tenants at rates 18 to 40 times higher than 

KCHA. An eviction rate is the percent of units experiencing evictions and provides a 

more statistically valid way to compare evictions across landlords.  

 

KCHA’s screening criteria are designed to provide access to stable housing for 

people experiencing homelessness and other significant barriers -- households 

typically screened out by private landlords. This lowered bar to housing, and the 

fact that we do not pursue “informal” evictions (which keeps the private landlord 

rate artificially low), makes our low eviction rate all the more remarkable. 

 

KCHA has received national recognition for its efforts to keep its residents stably 

housed, and sees eviction as an absolute last resort.  

 

Accurate information about eviction filings in King County in 2019 can be found at: 

https://www.kcba.org/For-the-Public/Free-Legal-Assistance/Housing-Justice-

Project/Explore-Data. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Rhonda R. Rosenberg | Director of Communications 
600 Andover Park W., Seattle, WA 98188 
Phone: 206-574-1185 | TTY: 7-1-1 | www.kcha.org 
  
King County Housing Authority 
We transform lives through housing 
  
Protect Yourself & Others Wear a face covering • Wash your hands • Avoid close contact 
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open 

attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 
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