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BY NEIGHbORHOOD HOUSE STAFF

In Seattle and King County there is 
a large population of people who are 
“unbanked or underbanked”, meaning 
that for a variety of reasons some people 
do not utilize or under utilize ýnancial 
institutions. The unbanked or under-
banked sometimes use payday loan and 
check cashing services that charge high 
interest rates, thus perpetuating a cycle of 
debt for those who are already struggling 
ýnancially. 

So, why a credit union at Neighborhood 
House? For over two years Neighborhood 
House (and several other community 
partners) has been working with Express 
Credit Union to help them develop cul-
turally competent and relevant banking 
services for the communities it serves. 

Express Credit Union strives to provide 
affordable ýnancial services to low and 
moderate income people in King County, 
helping them to achieve ýnancial stability. 
Credit unions are different from banks in 
that they are member owned and are based 
on a cooperative model. 

One way that Express Credit Union is 

BY VOICE STAFF

As the Fourth of July holiday ap-
proaches, itôs important to remember 
local ýreworks laws and ýre safety in 
Seattle and King County. Please re-
member that all ýreworks are banned in 
Seattle and on Seattle Housing Authority 
property.

Fireworks laws vary by city elsewhere 
in King County, but all ýreworks are also 
banned on King County Housing Author-
ity property.

Because ýreworks are illegal in most 
parts of King County, and because of 
the ýre danger inherent in discharging 
ýreworks, the best way to view ýreworks 
on the Fourth of July is at one of the many 

public displays held during the holiday. 
Most are free to the public. 

Below is a list of ýreworks displays in 
Seattle and King County.

Fireworks displays in Seattle

Chase Family Fourth at Lake Union
www.chasefamily4th.org

Fireworks displays in King County

Symetra’s Bellevue Family 4th 
at Bellevue Downtown Park
www.bellevue.wa.gov

Fireworks and the Fourth: 
Public shows are the best, safest bet for all

Please see “Fireworks” on Page 2

PHOTO bY JEn CALLEjA

High Point resident and volunteer Cynthia Clouser cooks a delicious and healthy meal for the Greenbridge 
Community Council prior to a recent meeting.  The next council meeting is on Tuesday July 7 at the Wiley Center.  
Volunteer cooks are needed.  Contact Melisa at 206-574-1167.

Chef Cynthia cooks for the council

Why is there a credit union at 
Neighborhood House?
Express Credit Union 
members can receive services 
at four NH locations

Please see “Express” on Page 2

BY SHA STAFF

Basic Health, a state-sponsored program providing low-
cost health care coverage for the working poor through 
private health plans, last month announced that it will 
increase rates for its enrollees rather than force anyone 
off the program.

Basic Health covers almost 100,000 Washington resi-
dents, who pay a portion of the monthly premium based 
on their income. The program has been hit hard by budget 
cuts on the part of the Legislature and the Governor. 

The average enrollee currently pays $36 a month and 
the state pays the remaining $209. Last month the Health 
Care Authority, which administers the program, announced 
a rise in fees. 

The average enrollee will pay $61.60 in 2010, and the 
annual deductible, now $150, will increase to $250 on 
January 1, 2010.

As many as 40,000 Basic Health members could have 
lost coverage under various options under review in the 
aftermath of the legislatureôs 43 percent cut to the Basic 
Health budget. 

Those options, now off the table, included providing 
coverage to only the lowest-income members, cutting off 
members based on their time with the program, or con-
ducting a lottery.

In announcing the rate increases, Basic Health admin-
istrator Steven Hill said the rates were raised to protect the 

Basic Health program 
preserved thanks to raised 
fees, annual deductible

Please see “Health” on Page 5

òIt took me a couple years to þgure out 
my route. I donõt know the names of 
all the places — I just know where they 
are.ó
— Lawrence Dennis, describing the 
route he takes in delivering The Voice 
each month. For an article proýling this 
longtime contributor to The Voice, see 
Page 4.




