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The mission of the King County Housing Authority is to provide quality 
affordable housing opportunities and to build communities through 
partnerships. We encourage self-sufþciency and we protect the dignity 
of people with limited resources while safeguarding the public trust.
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King County Housing Authority

Northridge I resident Jack Kershaw is 
looking forward to planting lettuce, toma-
toes, onions and radishes in one of the new 
garden beds at the Shoreline property where 
he lives.

Several volunteers from Vineyard Com-
munity Church recently built eight raised 
garden beds there this summer – completing 
a project that several Northridge residents 
had long hoped for.

“It’s great that we can come out and grow 
all kinds of vegetables,” Kershaw said. “It’s 
a lot cheaper to grow them yourself than it 
is to go to the store.” 

Church member Nancy Short helped 
organize the project at Northridge. She said 
she hopes the new gardens have an ongoing, 
positive impact on the community.

“This is a dream come true,” Short said.
The Northridge project isn’t the only 

new garden in Shoreline. A team – featuring 
residents, King County Housing Authority 
staff, KCHA Washington Service Corps 
AmeriCorps members and Center for Hu-
man Services volunteers – built 18 raised 
garden beds at Ballinger Homes earlier this 
spring. Now, those beds are thriving.

A tale of two gardens
Ballinger vegetables sprout up as 
Northridge garden takes shape

Ballinger’s Family Support Center uses 
three of the beds as educational gardens, 
where children can get their hands dirty, 
learn how plants grow and do worm com-
posting. But the rest are being used by 
Ballinger families to grow all kinds of 
vegetables and some þowers, too. 

“Everyone has really taken over this 
project and done a great job,” said Morgan 
Moore, the AmeriCorps member who orga-
nized the effort.

Asya Galenko, 11, takes care of her 
family’s garden, which includes lettuce, 

A bigger, better KCHA section
Dear readers:
I’m very excited to report that The 

Voice’s King County Housing Authority 
News section has a whole new look.

We’re trying to make this publication 
even more useful and interesting for all of 
you. So we’ve expanded the KCHA sec-
tion from four pages to eight, giving you 
twice as much content every month. 

To help you quickly ýnd the stories that 
are most relevant to your life, we’ve cre-
ated three specialized sections. One sec-
tion is ýlled with news and information 
for residents living in our family devel-
opments. One section features stories for 
residents living in our senior and disabled 
properties. And one section is devoted to 
Park Lake Homes II and Greenbridge, 
KCHA’s new, mixed-income community 
in White Center.

This expansion also allowed us to add 

a second translated article every month, 
and we’ve geared one translation toward 
families and one toward seniors and in-
dividuals with disabilities. 

On the front page, we plan to highlight 
stories that apply to a broad cross section 
of residents. 

And we’ve added color to some pages 
to help brighten the look of the entire 
section.

I want the KCHA News section to be 
as valuable to you as it can be. So I’d 
love to hear from you if you have ideas 
about future stories that you think should 
be included in The Voice. And I look for-
ward to hearing your feedback about the 
changes we’ve just made. I can be reached 
by phone at 206-574-1188 or by e-mail at 
HeatherM@kcha.org.

Until then, happy reading! 
Sincerely,
Heather Miller

strawberries, cabbages and a single sun-
þower. 

“It’s growing a lot,” she said. “It’s fun, 
and everyone in my family is eating the 
vegetables.”

Fall gardens
It’s not too late to plant your own veg-

etable garden. The mild Paciýc Northwest 
weather extends the growing season for 
many vegetables through the fall. 

Vegetables that you can plant through 
mid-August include: early carrots, leek, tur-
nip, kohlrabi, early cabbages, winter cauli-
þower, collards and Swiss chard. Vegetables 
that you can plant through mid-September 

include: bunching onions, radishes, broc-
coli, leaf lettuce and spinach. 

If you don’t already have a space where 
you garden, please talk to your property 
manager about any available community 
gardening spaces at your housing develop-
ment or about any restrictions that apply 
to outdoor green spaces that accompany 
your unit.

One of the best ways to grow vegetables 
in cool climates is to plant them on raised 
beds. When the soil is elevated, it dries 
more quickly, warms faster and provides 
deeper soil for root crops to develop. You 
can plant earlier in the season and harvest 
later into the fall. 

You are invited to a public hearing where 
you can make comments about a proposed 
amendment to the Moving to Work (MTW) 
Agreement entered into between the King 
County Housing Authority (KCHA) and 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD).   

The public hearing is set for 6 p.m. Aug. 
14 at KCHA’s Central Administrative 
Ofýces at 600 Andover Park W., Tukwila. 

For directions, go to www.kcha.org 
and click on the link under the ñPublic 
Hearing” announcement on that page.

 KCHA’s current MTW Agreement 
with HUD expires in 2011. HUD has 
proposed an Amended and Restated MTW 
Agreement that would allow KCHA to 
extend most of its current þexibility under 
the MTW program through 2018.  

A copy of the draft agreement is avail-
able during normal business hours at the 
above address and online at www.kcha.
org. The draft agreement also can be 
mailed to interested members of the public 
upon request by calling Judi Jones, MTW 
Program Director, at 206-574-1152.  

Written comments about the draft 
agreement can be submitted by mail prior 
to Aug. 14 to the following address:  

KCHA MTW Amended Agreement
Attn:  Judi Jones, MTW Program 

Director 
600 Andover Park West
Tukwila, WA 98188
If you need accommodations or an 

interpreter at the hearing, please contact 
Judi Jones as soon as possible.  

Public hearing set for August on 
amended MTW agreement
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Volunteers from Vineyard Community 
Church (above) work to build eight 
garden beds at KCHA’s Northridge I 
property in Shoreline. 

Feruza Nick 
Mohmad, 14, (left) 
and Katya Kot, 8 
(right) water the 
new community 
garden at 
Ballinger Homes 
in Shoreline. 
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