The mission of the King County Housing Authority is to provide quality
affordable housing opportunities and to build communities through
partnerships. We encourage self-sufpciency and we protect the dignity
of people with limited resources while safeguarding the public trust.
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BALLINGER TEENS RAISE FUNDS
See Page 5

EWS

A resource for King County Housing Authority residents

KCHA Board of
Commissioners seeks new
Resident Commissioner

King County Executive Dow Con-
stantine is seeking a volunteer to serve
as the Resident Commissioner on the
King County Housing Authority Board
of Commissioners. To serve as Resident
Commissioner, a person must be directly
assisted by the housing authority, mean-
ing the person must be a KCHA Public
Housing resident or be receiving tenant-
based assistance from KCHA through
the Housing Choice Voucher (Section
8) program.

Individuals who are interested in serv-
ing as Resident Commissioner must have
a demonstrated interest in housing issues
in King County, be willing to put in the
time and commitment necessary to serve
on the board, and be able to serve as an
effective liaison between the housing
authority and the broader community.

The individual appointed will yll a
yve-year term that expires on May 22,
2015 and will be eligible for reappoint-
ment to an additional yve-year term.

Commissioners serve without com-
pensation and currently meet the third
Wednesday of each month at 8:30 a.m.
at the Housing Authorityts administrative
ofyce in Tukwila. Meetings usually last
two hours, and occasionally a special
board meeting may be required.

Individuals interested in serving as the
Resident Commissioner on the housing
authority board must complete a King
County Boards and Commissions Appli-

Please see “Board” on Page 5

Public Hearing Notice

You are invited to a public hear-
ing about proposed changes to
KCHAUds policies on tenant rent,
income, and utility allowances.

The hearing is at 6 p.m. July 1
in Room 105 at 635 Andover Park
W., Tukwila.

For more information, please go
online to www.kcha.org.
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NThe yrst step toward our futureo

Southeast King
County seniors look
forward to graduation

By HEATHER MILLER
King County Housing Authority

Abdul Isse wants to pursue a college
degree either to become an engineer or a
math teacher.

Debbie Manion plans to study criminal
justice at Everest College and may follow in
her fatherds footsteps to ultimately become
a correctional ofycer.

Both high school seniors who grew up
spending their afternoons involved in Kent
Youth & Family Services programs at Birch
Creek, Isse and Manion say they are ner-
vous, excited, and proud to be graduating
this month.

filtés like the yrst step toward our future,0
Manion said.

Isse is the yrst person in his family to
earn a high school diploma, and he said
his parents always held him to the expec-
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Debbie Manion (left) and Abdul Isse (right)
graduating from high school this month.

tation that he would ultimately graduate.
filom just excited to be ynally ynishing high
school,0 said Isse, who may attend com-
munity college classes at either Highline
or Green River before transferring to a
four-year school. fil really like math and
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are nervous, excited and proud to be

working with things.o

Isse and Manion both live in Southeast
King County and say that spending time at
the Birch Creek Youth Center helped to keep

Please see “Graduates” on Page 5

24 KCHA communities to receive
stove top yre prevention devices

By Tim BAKER
King County Housing
Authority

The kitchen stove top is the
No. 1 cause of household yres
in North America, and KCHAGs
properties arenét immune from
that statistic. Fires place our
residents, staff, and yreyghters
at risk for injury with burns and
smoke inhalation and cause
damage to apartments.

Thatés why KCHA applied
for and received a grant from
the Department of Homeland Security to
install a device that will help prevent stove
top yres from starting in the yrst place. The
device is called fiSafe-T-Elementd and has
been installed in thousands of housing units
across the country, including units owned
by housing authorities, the military, and
universities.

Starting in June, KCHA will begin to
install the safety devices on more than 1,000
stoves at 24 housing communities. The proj-
ect should be wrapped up by Labor Day.

The safety device limits the maximum
temperature that electric burners can achieve
to 662 degrees Fahrenheit. By comparison,
unregulated burners on the fihigho setting
can reach temperatures of 1,300 degrees
Fahrenheit T hot enough to melt aluminum
pots and pans.

Even with this new temperature limit,
the burners will still get hot enough to boil
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A stove with Safe-T-Elements installed is shown here.

water and heat up cooking oils for all of your
favorite dishes. But the burners wonét get so
hot that oil can combust and catch yre.

Members of KCHAdls maintenance crew
will install the safety devices, which takes
about 45 minutes per stove. If your stove is
equipped with the device, the maintenance
crew member will leave you a fact sheet
about it.

As part of the grant, KCHA, working
with local yre departments, will have cook-
ing safety classes for the residents living at
the communities that receive the safety de-
vices. The classes will be free for residents,
who also will be able to watch a demonstra-
tion of how the device works.

In addition to the increased safety, resi-
dents also will beneyt by saving energy due
to the limitation on how hot the burners
can get.

At a glance

The properties below will be
equipped with safety devices to help
prevent stove top yres.

These properties were selected based
on the vulnerable populations they
serve and the ability of management/
maintenance teams to install and main-
tain the devices.

Some units at these properties may
feature stoves that arendt eligible to be
equipped with the safety device. KCHA
intends to apply for the same grant in
subsequent years in the attempt to get
the devices installed in all of its hous-
ing units.

Ballinger Homes

Brittany Park

Burndale Homes

Campus Court |

Cascade Homes

College Place

Eastside Terrace

Firwood Circle

Green Leaf

Gustaves Manor

Harrison House

Juanita Court

Kirkwood Terrace

Mardi Gras

Nia

Pickering Court

Plaza 17

Riverton Terrace T Family

Riverton Terrace T Senior/Disabled

Shoreham

Valli Kee

Victorian Woods

Vista Heights

Wayland Arms







