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Bookstore celebrates
African American history

By LyNN SEREDA
Section 8 Tenant

When Vicki Williams’ sister opened the
Life Enrichment Bookstore 14 years ago,
she strived to create a place where she could
provide the community with products that
accurately repect the history, knowledge
and dignity of the African American com-
munity. The African-American-themed
bookstore was meant to remind people of
their greatness.

Williams, who is now the owner, de-
scribed a childhood education that offered
very little information to African-American
children about their history. She said that to
this day, it is the children who are one of the
main inspirations for keeping her business
going. One can tell, by walking around the
store and seeing all the educational materi-
als geared to children of all ages.

All kinds of educational materials, from
coloring books to comic books featuring
historical figures in black history, are
displayed on the shelves. There are educa-
tional games such as a Black Heritage Trivia
game, and puppets of legendary leaders,
such as Sojourner Truth.

The idea is to combine education and
fun and bring a sense of pride in learning

one’s history.

This store is more than just a bookstore.
There’s a collection of President Obama
memorabilia displayed (they advertise hav-
ing Seattle’s best Obama selection). | never
knew that you could get an insulated coffee
cup celebrating the historical election or
purchase magnetic paper dolls of President
Obama and the First Lady, complete with
wardrobe changes!

There are colorful greeting cards, which
you are not likely to ynd elsewhere, as well
as African art and fabrics. For those who
really like popular history, there are even
old Ebony and Jet magazines.

This is the place to come to if you need
to ynd Kwanzaa greeting cards, or even or-
ganize a Kwanzaa celebration in your com-
munity. (Kwanzaa is an African American
cultural celebration that takes place late
this month.)

Besides being full of treasures to browse
through, the store also often hosts commu-
nity events. On one cold and rainy afternoon
last month, the spicy aroma of homemade
ginger tea ylled the store, while a circle of
people gathered to hear Mona Lakes Jones,
a previous Poet Laureate of King County,
read from her latest book. Her words, evok-
ing memories of Southern-style cooking
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Vicki Williams owns the Life Enrichment Bookstore in Columbia City.

and celebrating community and culture,
could easily make one feel that it wasn’t so
dreary outside.

Life Enrichment Bookstore is located
on 5023 Rainier Ave. S., just past Hudson
St. in the center of Columbia City. Take
the #7 or #9 bus, exit at Edmunds St. and
walk two blocks south. Store hours are
Monday through Saturday 11 a.m. -8 p.m.
The phone numbers are 206-722-1700 and
206-650-8791.

There is also a Web site where you can
shop online at www.lebseattle.com, but I re-

ally advise going to the store itself because
it is so full of history and is quite unique.

There are some places right in the neigh-
borhood to grab a cup of coffee or eat lunch
as well. There is even an old fashioned ice
cream store called Full Tilt Ice Cream,
which serves handmade ice cream and has
old fashioned pinball machines right near
the bookstore.

South Seattle is, in fact, full of unique
places to visit.

Lynn Sereda is a Section 8 tenant who
lives in Southeast Seattle.

McGinn, Constantine win races for Seattle mayor, county executive

By TyYLER RousH
The Voice editor

Regardless of the outcome of the Nov. 3
general election, Seattle and King County
would see new leadership in the ofyces of
Seattle mayor and King County executive.

With ballots in and the election certiyed,
voters have elected Mike McGinn as mayor
of Seattle and Dow Constantine as King
County Executive.

In arace that wasn’t resolved until nearly
a week after Election Day, McGinn edged
Joe Mallahan, an executive for a wireless
company. Returns on election night showed
McGinn, an environmental attorney, hold-
ing a slim 500-vote lead over Mallahan. But
that cushion grew to nearly 5,000 as elec-
tions workers counted the returns from King
Countyts yrst-ever all-mail general election.
Mallahan conceded the race during a press

conference the night of Nov. 9.

There was much less drama in the race for
King County Executive, which Constantine
won decisively over Susan Hutchison.

Constantine, the chair of the King County
Council, opened with a large lead on election
night, prompting Hutchison, best known as
the longtime local television news anchor,
to concede the following day.

The two races were unusual, in that both
were without an incumbent. Then-Execu-
tive Ron Sims accepted an appointment as
deputy secretary of HUD last fall, and Se-
attle Mayor Greg Nickels lost in the August
primary.

Voters pass R-71, Housing Levy, turn
down 1-1033

Two statewide measures and a Seattle
levy issue were also of particular interest
this year.

Voters statewide approved Referendum
71, which upheld Washington’s law to
extend domestic partnership benefits to
same-sex couples — commonly referred to
as the “everything but marriage” law. The
referendum passed by a wide margin in
King County, with voters breaking better
than 2-to-1 in favor. That helped buffer the
referendum against opposition throughout
much of the rest of the state.

Seattle voters voiced overwhelming
support for a renewal of the housing levy,
with better than 65 percent voting in favor.
Through the collection of property taxes,
the levy (Proposition No. 1 on the ballot)
will raise $145 million over seven years
for low-income housing assistance. When
it was first enacted in 1981, the housing
levy established the Seattle Senior Housing
Program.

Voters in King County strongly opposed

Initiative 1033, contributing to the measure’s
failure statewide. In King County, about 69
percent of voters opposed 1-1033; statewide,
about 58 percent cast a “no” vote.

The initiative, proposed by controversial
anti-tax activist Tim Eyman, would have
imposed a cap on revenue for city, county
and state governments.

In other local races, incumbents Reagan
Dunn, Bob Ferguson, Kathy Lambert, Julia
Patterson and Pete von Reichbauer won re-
election to the King County Council; incum-
bents Richard Conlin and Nick Licata were
re-elected to the Seattle City Council, while
Sally Bagshaw and Mike O’Brien were
elected to his yrst term; and John Creighton,
Rob Holland and Tom Albro were elected
commissioners of the Port of Seattle.

For full results, go to www.kingcounty.
gov/elections.
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A shorter Voice

month.

The Local and National section of The Voice will run four pages
this month. It will return to its standard length of eight pages next
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TIqU BANG WASHINGTON

SGKHDNG TI'NGM CLhuNGT |
THIgU CHO NI-M 2010

M. ¢ Iehng t" i thiWu sT kh1ng ttng cho
ntm 2010 v sTgi. * m c gi§ $8.55 m t
gl ,b iv¥Ch"S Gi§ C[ Ti°uTh, trong
12 th8ng qua khng tkng.
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Lama kordhin doono lacagta ugu
yare e lagu shageeyo saacaddii.

Maamulka gobolki=u ma kord-
hin doonaan lacagta ugu yare e lagu
shageeyo saacaddii 0o ah $8.55.

Sababtuna waa iyadoo aan sicir barar
dhicin ama aan sicirka maciishaddu
kordhin. Wakaaladda shagada iyo
warshadaha ayaa sanadkasta bisha
sebteembar, giimaysa inta ugu yar ee la
ogol yahay in gof ku shageeyo gobol-
kaan, taasoo uu dalbayo godobka 688
00 ay u codeeyeen cod-bixiyeyaasha
saadkii 1998kii.

Sharcigu wuxuu gabaa in sanadkas-
ta la kordhiyo iyadoo loo yirinayo sicir
bararka iyo ishedelka giimaha alaabada
marka la barbar dhigo mushaharada
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M ctkng L - khijnchom clehngt ithilu

¢ antm 2009 tkng I°n 48 xum tgi .
M. ¢ Iehng t" i thiWu trong tiWu bang

Washington §p d, ng cho c§c cing vi ¢
trong ng"nh ning nghi p v khing-ning-
nghi p, d%nh€th]th®triem” tu i14-15

shagaalaha (magaalo-joogta ah) iyo
kwa ka shageeya karraaninimada (CPI-
W) labo iyo tobankii bilood ee la soo

dhaafay 0o ku eg Ogosto 31da.

CPI-W-gu waa liisto ay ku sha-
raxan tahay giimaha badeecada iyo

adeegyada daruuriga ah. Liistadaani

waxay labo iyo tobankii bilood ee la
soo dhaafay hoos u dhacday 1.9 %
taasoo ku ekayd bishii Ogos ee tag-
tay. Liiskaani wuxuu kordhay 5.9 %
sanadkii 2008ka. Kororkaas 2008ka
wuxuu keenay in la kordhiyo lacagta

ugu yar ee lagu shageeyo saacaddii
48% sanadkan 2009ka.
Waa markii ugu horeysay ee aan

la kordhin lacagtaan illaa iyo intii la

lagudbiyey godobka 1-688 ee gobol-
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TiWu bang Washington I m, t trong 10
tiWu bang, trong L- ¢- Oregon, Vermont,
Ohio, Nevada, Montana, Missouri, Flori-
da, Colorado, v"" Arizona LiQuch'nhm ¢
lehng t i thiWud av'om clYm phst..

Mu’ nbi/Jt th°mthxngtinvQm cluhng
t" i thiWu ¢, a tiWu bang Washington, h«y
v'o trang ming Wages.Lniwa.gov hotic
g ichos 360-902-5316 hay g icho s’
1-866-219-7321.

kan.

Lacag koroku waxay intabadan taa-
banayaa shagooyinka beeraha iyo kuwa
kalaba. Inkastoo 14-15jirka la siin karo
85% ee lacagta ugu yare e qofka gaan-
gaarka ahi ku shageeyo am $7.27

Washington waxay ka mid tahay
toban gobol oo ee mushaarada saacad-
laha ah ee shagaalahoodu la socdo sicir
bararka dalka. Goboladan ayaa waxay
Ikal yihiin. Oregon, Ohio, Vermont,
Nevada, Montana, Missouri, Florida,
Colorado, iyo Arizona.

Wixii akhbaar dheeri ah oo ku saa-
bsan mushaarada saacadlaha ah ee
Washington la xiriir site-kan wages.
Lni.wa.gov, ama wac 360-902-5316 am
1-866-219-7321
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